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oy,
Equity
performing for you

Rachel Hall

Licensing Team Manager
Leicester City Council i
New Walk Centre NG 9
Welford Place RECH
Leicester
LE162G

26th July 2010
Re: Licensing of Sexual Entertainment Venues

| am writing to you on behalf of Equity, the trade union representing 37,000
performers and other creative professionals working in the entertainment industry, in
response to the consultation exercise that has been launched on the licensing of
sexual entertainment venues.

Equity represents workers throughout the entire spectrum of dance from ballet, to
contemporary and cabaret, including burlesque and erotic performers. During the
passage of this legislation Equity was very concerned that lap dancing and other
such venues would be reclassified as ‘sex encounter establishments’. Use of the
terms ‘sex encounter’ and ‘sex establishment’ gives the wrong impression of the
work of the dancers in this predominantly entertainment field and places such
workers at risk. Equity’s dancers have frequently expressed their concerns about
potentially being labelled ‘sex workers’ and fear that the implementation of this
legislation will limit their ability to find work and safely earn a living.

For these reasons Equity argued strongly that the legislation would result in the
reclassification of members’ work in this field from entertainment to sex industry work
making them part of an industry of which they do not feel they belong. We also
argued that there is an important distinction between venues which offer
entertainment only on a stage in a public area of a venue, rather than in a private
room or by a patron’s table, and that venues offering entertainment once a week or
less should not be reclassified.

In its 2009 report on the Licensing Act the Culture Media and Sport Select
Committee acknowledged these concerns and conceded that a ‘hybrid’ approach
should be pursued on this issue. Equity agreed that this was a sensible way forward
and although we continue to oppose the other provisions relating to the new
licensing regime for clubs, ultimately we agreed that ‘sexual entertainment venue’
was a more appropriate classification.
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However, Equity continues to be concerned that the Policing and Crime Act will have
the effect of reducing the number of workplaces available to dancers. As well as lap
dancing venues, it seems likely that this will possibly affect more traditional and long
established striptease and burlesque venues and it is unclear whether other types of
establishment, such as pole-dancing schools, would also be included. There is also
the possibility that venues hosting occasional events of an adult nature, including
‘stag’ and ‘hen’ parties will also be affected by the legislation.

Equity is opposed to the implementation of this legislation in principle. The union
actively campaigns against censorship and the restriction of artistic freedom and we
believe that this legislation could be used to restrict creativity. For example,
burlesque, which features comedy, song and dance, is not primarily about titillation
and the content of burlesque shows is no more “adult in nature” than many plays in
theatres across the UK. However, there have been moves by some local authorities
to restrict and, in some cases, ban this form of entertainment, without exploring the
content of shows. Burlesque dancers have reacted strongly to these restrictions, and
have had to extensively engage with and educate local authorities about the nature
and content of their work.

While Equity understands the need for proper consultation with local residents about
matters that affect their communities, we feel that all entertainment venues, including
lap dancing venues are already adequately dealt with under the current Licensing
Act 2003. We would strongly discourage your authority from implementing this
legislation as it will greatly increase the financial and administrative burden on dance
clubs and other establishments. Requiring an additional annual licence for sexual
entertainment on top of the current premises licence will force many clubs and
venues out of business and will have severe consequences for the employment of
dancers.

Equity members have told us that under the current licensing regime venues are
largely safe and there are clear expectations of the activities that take place. Their
major concern is that the new licensing regime, if implemented by local authorities,
will impose greater restrictions on where clubs could open, the number there could
be in an area, the grounds on which objections could be made to them operating and
the widening of the catchment area in which objections could be lodged, all of which
would threaten employment opportunities for dancers.

We therefore recommend that your local authority does not adopt the new
provisions. If you would like to discuss this issue further or if you require any
clarification or additional information please contact Louise McMullan, Equity’s Policy
Development Officer at Imcmullan@equity.org.uk or on 02076700260.

Yours sincerely,

&

Christine Payne
General Secretary
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